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By MICHAEL R. SISAK, 
ERIC TUCKER and 
COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump has been indicted 
by a Manhattan grand 
jury, prosecutors and de- 
fense lawyers said Thurs- 
day, making him the first 
former U.S. president to 
face a criminal charge 
and jolting his bid to retake 
the White House next year. 
The charges center on 
payments made during 
the 2016 presidential cam- 
paign to silence claims of 
an extramarital sexual en- 
counter. They mark an ex- 
traordinary 
development 
after years of investigations 
into Trump’s business, politi- 
cal and personal dealings. 
The indictment injects a lo- 
cal district attorney’s office 
into the heart of a national 
presidential race and ush- 
ers in criminal proceedings 
in a city that the ex-presi- 
dent for decades called 
home. 
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Donald Trump indicted; 1st ex-president charged with crime 


Adult film actress Stormy Daniels arrives for the opening of the adult entertainment fair Venus in Berlin, Oct. 11, 2018. 


Associated Press 
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Donald Trump indicted; 1st ex-president charged with crime 
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Arriving at a time of deep 
political 
divisions, 
the 
charges are likely to rein- 
force rather than reshape 
dueling 
perspectives 
of 
those who see account- 
ability as long overdue and 
those who, like Trump, feel 
the Republican is being tar- 
geted for political purposes 
by a Democratic prosecu- 
tor. 
Trump, who has denied 
any wrongdoing and has 
repeatedly 
assailed 
the 
investigation, 
called 
the 
indictment “political per- 
secution” and predicted it 
would damage Democrats 
in 2024. In a statement con- 
firming the charges, de- 
fense lawyers Susan Nech- 
eles and Joseph Tacopina 
said Trump “did not commit 
any crime. We will vigor- 
ously fight this political pros- 
ecution in court.” 
A spokesman for the Man- 
hattan district attorney’s 
office confirmed the indict- 
ment and said prosecu- 
tors had reached out to 
Trump’s defense team to 
arrange a surrender. A per- 
son familiar with the matter, 
who was not authorized to 
discuss sealed proceed- 
ings, said the surrender was 
expected to happen next 
week. District Attorney Alvin 
Bragg left his office Thurs- 
day evening without com- 
menting. 
The case centers on well- 
chronicled 
allegations 
from a period in 2016 when 
Trump’s celebrity past col- 
lided with his political am- 
bitions. Prosecutors scruti- 
nized money paid to porn 
actor Stormy Daniels and 
former Playboy model Kar- 
en McDougal, whom he 
feared would go public 
with claims that they had 
extramarital 
sexual 
en- 
counters with him. 
The timing of the indict- 
ment appeared to come 
as a surprise to Trump cam- 
paign 
officials 
following 
news reports that criminal 
charges was likely weeks 
away. The former president 
was at Mar-a-Lago, his Flori- 
da estate, on Thursday and 
had filmed an interview 
with a conservative com- 
mentator earlier in the day. 
For a man whose presiden- 


cy was defined by one oblit- 
erated norm after another, 
the indictment presents yet 
another never-before-seen 
spectacle. It will require a 
former president, and cur- 
rent hopeful, to simultane- 
ously fight for his freedom 
and his political future while 
also fending off potentially 
more perilous legal threats, 
including 
investigations 
into attempts by him and 
his allies to undo the 2020 
election as well into as the 
hoarding of hundreds of 
classified documents. 
In fact, New York until re- 
cently had been seen as 
an unlikely contender to 
be the first place to pros- 
ecute Trump, who contin- 
ues to face long-running 
investigations 
in 
Atlanta 
and Washington that could 
also result in charges. Un- 
like 
those 
inquiries, 
the 
Manhattan case concerns 
conduct by Trump that oc- 
curred before he became 
president and is unrelated 
to much-publicized efforts 
to overturn a presidential 
election. 
As he seeks to reassert con- 
trol of the Republican Party 
and stave off a slew of one- 
time allies who are seeking 
or are likely to oppose him 
for the presidential nomina- 
tion, the indictment sets the 
stage for an unprecedent- 
ed scene — a former presi- 
dent having his fingerprints 
and mug shot taken, and 
then facing arraignment 
and possibly a criminal tri- 


al. For security reasons, his 
booking is expected to be 
carefully 
choreographed 
to avoid crowds inside or 
outside the courthouse. 
In bringing the charges, 
Bragg, the Manhattan dis- 
trict attorney, is embrac- 
ing an unusual case that 
had been investigated by 
two previous sets of pros- 
ecutors, both of which de- 
clined to take the politically 
explosive step of seeking 
Trump’s indictment. 
In the weeks leading up to 
the indictment, Trump, who 
is seeks to reassert control of 
the Republican Party and . 
railed about the investiga- 
tion on social media and 
urged supporters to protest 
on his behalf, prompting 
tighter security around the 
Manhattan criminal court- 
house. 
The fate of the hush-money 
investigation seemed un- 
certain until word got out 
in early March that Bragg 
had invited Trump to testify 
before a grand jury, a sig- 
nal that prosecutors were 
close to bringing charges. 
Trump’s attorneys declined 
the invitation, but a lawyer 
closely allied with the for- 
mer president briefly testi- 
fied in an effort to undercut 
the credibility of Trump’s 
former lawyer and fixer Mi- 
chael Cohen. 
Late in the 2016 presiden- 
tial campaign, Cohen paid 
Daniels $130,000 to keep 
her silent about what she 
says was a sexual encoun- 


ter with Trump a decade 
earlier after they met at a 
celebrity golf tournament. 
Cohen 
was 
then 
reim- 
bursed by Trump’s compa- 
ny, the Trump Organization, 
which also rewarded the 
lawyer with bonuses and 
extra payments logged in- 
ternally as legal expenses. 
Over several months, Co- 
hen said, the company 
paid him $420,000. 
Earlier in 2016, Cohen had 
also arranged for the pub- 
lisher of the supermarket 
tabloid the National Enquir- 
er to pay Playboy model 
Karen McDougal $150,000 
to squelch her story of a 
Trump affair in a journal- 
istically dubious practice 
known as “catch-and-kill.” 
The payments to the wom- 
en were intended to buy 
secrecy, but they backfired 
almost immediately as de- 
tails of the arrangements 
leaked to the news media. 
Federal prosecutors in New 
York 
ultimately 
charged 
Cohen in 2018 with violat- 
ing federal campaign fi- 
nance laws, arguing that 
the payments amounted 
to impermissible help to 
Trump’s presidential cam- 
paign. 
Cohen 
pleaded 
guilty to those charges 
and unrelated tax evasion 
counts and served time in 
federal prison. 
Trump 
was 
implicated 
in court filings as having 
knowledge of the arrange- 
ments, but U.S. prosecutors 
at the time balked at bring- 


ing charges against him. 
The 
Justice 
Department 
has a longtime policy that 
it is likely unconstitutional 
to prosecute a sitting presi- 
dent in federal court. 
Bragg’s predecessor as dis- 
trict attorney, Cyrus Vance 
Jr., then took up the inves- 
tigation in 2019. While that 
probe initially focused on 
the hush money payments, 
Vance’s 
prosecutors 
moved on to other matters, 
including an examination 
of Trump’s business deal- 
ings and tax strategies. 
Vance ultimately charged 
the 
Trump 
Organization 
and its chief financial of- 
ficer with tax fraud related 
to fringe benefits paid to 
some of the company’s 
top executives. 
The hush money matter be- 
came known around the 
D.A.’s office as the “zom- 
bie case,” with prosecu- 
tors revisiting it periodically 
but never opting to bring 
charges. 
Bragg saw it differently. Af- 
ter the Trump Organization 
was convicted on the tax 
fraud charges in Decem- 
ber, he brought fresh eyes 
to the well-worn case, hir- 
ing longtime white-collar 
prosecutor Matthew Col- 
angelo 
to 
oversee 
the 
probe and convening a 
new grand jury. 
Trump has long decried the 
Manhattan investigation as 
“the greatest witch hunt in 
history.” He has also lashed 
out at Bragg, calling the 
prosecutor, who is Black, 
racist against white people. 
The criminal charges in New 
York are the latest salvo in a 
profound schism between 
Trump and his hometown 
— a reckoning for a one- 
time favorite son who grew 
rich and famous building 
skyscrapers, 
hobnobbing 
with celebrities and grac- 
ing the pages of the city’s 
gossip press. 
Trump, who famously riffed 
in 2016 that he “could stand 
in the middle of Fifth Ave- 
nue and shoot somebody” 
and “wouldn’t lose voters,” 
now faces a threat to his 
liberty or at least his repu- 
tation in a borough where 
more than 75% of voters — 
many of them potential ju- 
rors — went against him in 
the last election.q 


President Donald Trump gestures as he arrives to speak at a rally in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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By PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A 
federal judge in Texas who 
previously ruled to disman- 
tle the Affordable Care Act 
struck down a narrower 
but key part of the nation’s 
health law Thursday that re- 
quires most insurers to cov- 
er preventive services that 
include screenings for can- 
cer, diabetes and mental 
health. 
Other no-cost services, in- 
cluding HIV screenings, are 
also impacted under the 
ruling by U.S. District Judge 
Reed O’Connor that op- 
ponents say will jeopardize 
preventive care for millions 
of Americans. 
Experts cautioned that in- 
surers are unlikely to stop 
any coverage immediate- 
ly. 
The Biden administration 
was also expected to ap- 
peal and seek a stay of the 
ruling. 
“This is not the potential 
fatal blow to the ACA like 
previous court cases, but 
it would limit a very popu- 
lar benefit that tens of mil- 
lions of people use,” said 
Larry Levitt, executive vice 
president for health policy 
at the Kaiser Family Foun- 


dation. The decision comes 
more than four years after 
O’Connor, a nominee of 
former President George 
W. Bush, ruled that the en- 
tire health care law also 
known as “Obamacare” 
was unconstitutional. The 
U.S. Supreme Court over- 
turned that ruling. 
This time O’Conner blocked 
only the requirement that 
most insurers cover a range 


of preventive care includ- 
ing screenings for multiple 
types of cancer siding with 
plaintiffs who include a 
conservative activist in Tex- 
as and a Christian dentist 
who opposed mandatory 
coverage for contracep- 
tion and an HIV preven- 
tion treatment on religious 
grounds. 
The requirements for cov- 
erage are driven by rec- 


ommendations by the U.S. 
Preventive 
Services 
Task 
Force, which is made up of 
volunteers. O’Connor ruled 
that enforcing the recom- 
mendations was “unlaw- 
ful” and a violation of the 
Constitution’s Appointment 
Clause, which lays out how 
government officials can 
be appointed. 
Dr. Michael Barry, chairman 
of the federal task force, 


said in a statement follow- 
ing the ruling that people 
with low incomes have 
been able to get services 
they need as care has ex- 
panded over the past de- 
cade because of the law. 
“Fundamentally, 
people 
across the country deserve 
the opportunity to receive 
these important preventive 
services that have been 
proven to help them live 
longer and healthier lives,” 
Barry said. 
The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Servic- 
es did not immediately re- 
spond to a message seek- 
ing comment on the ruling. 
The Biden administration 
had told the court that 
the outcome of the case 
“could create extraordi- 
nary upheaval in the Unit- 
ed States’ public health 
system.” 
More than 20 states, mostly 
controlled by Democrats, 
had 
urged 
O’Connor 
against a sweeping ruling 
that would do away with 
the preventive care cover- 
age requirement entirely. 
The ruling applies to rec- 
ommendations made by 
the task force after March 
2010, when the Affordable 
Care Act was enacted.q 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — For every 
American killed by gunfire, 
an estimated two or more 
more survive, often with 
terrible injuries a fact that 
public health experts say 
is crucial to understanding 
the full impact of guns on 
society. 
A new government study 
highlights just how violent 
America’s recent past has 
been by showing a surge 
in gunfire injuries during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when the number of peo- 
ple fatally shooting each 
other and themselves also 
increased. 
The number of people in- 
jured by gunfire was near- 
ly 40% higher in 2020 and 
2021, compared with 2019, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control 
and 
Prevention 


said in a study published 
Thursday. In 2022, gun inju- 
ries tapered off, but were 
still 20% higher than before 
the pandemic. 
Gun injuries rose similarly 
for men and women over 
the past three years, while 
the largest proportional in- 
crease occurred among 
children younger than 15, a 
subset that remains a small 
fraction of the overall prob- 
lem. 
Experts say the CDC gun in- 
jury study, which uses data 
from hospital emergency 
departments, 
helps 
pro- 
vide a more comprehen- 
sive picture of gun violence 
in America than simply 
measuring homicides and 
suicides. 
“Hospitals 
are 
a 
great 
place to keep the pulse 
on who is being shot, and 
when and where,” said 


Catherine Barber, a senior 
injury researcher at Har- 
vard University’s school of 
public health. 
The CDC study results came 
from more than 2,200 U.S. 
hospital emergency de- 
partments, which represent 
the bulk of the nation’s ERs, 
said Thomas Simon, one 
of the authors of the new 
study. 
The study suggests that the 
number of gunshot-related 
ER visits at hospitals in the 
study rose from around 
50,000 in 2019 to more than 
72,000 in 2020. Because 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. hospital emergency 
departments were not in- 
volved in the study, the ac- 
tual number is likely signifi- 
cantly higher. 
Experts believe a variety 
of factors contributed to 
the pandemic surge in gun 


violence, including a rise in 
guns purchased, more time 
spent inside homes where 
guns are present and men- 
tal health struggles stem- 
ming from social isolation 
and economic hardships. 


The CDC study shows a rise 
in gun injuries around mid- 
March 2020, after a pan- 
demic emergency was de- 
clared and lockdowns and 
other measures were put 
into place. q 


The healthcare.gov website is seen on Dec. 14, 2021, in Fort Washington, Md. 


Associated Press 


Judge’s ruling undercuts U.S. health law’s preventive care 


The owner of a shooting range, prepares to load bullets in his 
9mm semi-automatic handgun for a demonstration, Thursday, 
June 23, 2022, in New York. 
Associated Press 


Gun injuries in U.S. surged during pandemic, CDC study shows 
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By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — For every 
American killed by gunfire, 
an estimated two or more 
more survive, often with ter- 
rible injuries — a fact that 
public health experts say 
is crucial to understanding 
the full impact of guns on 
society. 
A new government study 
highlights just how violent 
America’s recent past has 
been by showing a surge 
in gunfire injuries during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when the number of peo- 
ple fatally shooting each 
other — and themselves -- 
also increased. 
The number of people in- 
jured by gunfire was near- 
ly 40% higher in 2020 and 
2021, compared with 2019, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control 
and 
Prevention 
said in a study published 
Thursday. In 2022, gun inju- 
ries tapered off, but were 
still 20% higher than before 
the pandemic. 
Gun injuries rose similarly 
for men and women over 
the past three years, while 
the largest proportional in- 
crease occurred among 
children younger than 15, a 
subset that remains a small 
fraction of the overall prob- 
lem. 
Experts say the CDC gun in- 
jury study, which uses data 
from hospital emergency 
departments, helps pro- 


vide a more comprehen- 
sive picture of gun violence 
in America than simply 
measuring homicides and 
suicides. 
“Hospitals 
are 
a 
great 
place to keep the pulse 
on who is being shot, and 
when and where,” said 
Catherine Barber, a senior 
injury researcher at Har- 
vard University’s school of 
public health. 
The CDC study results came 
from more than 2,200 U.S. 
hospital emergency de- 
partments, which represent 
the bulk of the nation’s ERs, 
said Thomas Simon, one 
of the authors of the new 
study. 
The study suggests that the 
number of gunshot-related 
ER visits at hospitals in the 
study rose from around 
50,000 in 2019 to more than 
72,000 in 2020. Because 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. hospital emergency 
departments were not in- 
volved in the study, the ac- 
tual number is likely signifi- 
cantly higher. 
Experts believe a variety 
of factors contributed to 
the pandemic surge in gun 
violence, including a rise in 
guns purchased, more time 
spent inside homes where 
guns are present and men- 
tal health struggles stem- 
ming from social isolation 
and economic hardships. 
The CDC study shows a 
rise in gun injuries around 


mid-March 2020, after a 
pandemic emergency was 
declared and lockdowns 
and other measures were 
put into place. A sharper 
jump occurred a couple of 
months later, in the second 
half of May, when protests 
and civil unrest followed 
the Minneapolis police kill- 
ing of George Floyd. 
While the CDC study did 
not differentiate between 
injuries 
caused 
by 
as- 
saults or accidents, other 
research has shown that 
about 3 out of 4 gunshot 
wounds are intentional. 
The CDC says more than 
45,000 people died from 
gun-related injuries in the 
U.S. in 2020, and more than 
47,000 in 2021. 
The country’s gun violence 
problem was thrust into 
the 
national 
conversa- 
tion again this week after 
a shooter killed 3 children 
and 3 adults at a Chris- 
tian school in Tennessee; 
nobody who was shot sur- 
vived. The shooter was 
killed by police. 
“We are in a week when 
people are paying atten- 
tion to this issue again, 
sadly, after a mass shoot- 
ing in Nashville” said Nina 
Vinik, executive director of 
Project Unloaded, an ad- 
vocacy group focused on 
the impact of gun violence 
on children. “Hopefully this 
paper will add new data to 
that conversation.”q 


By MEAD GRUVER 
Associated Press 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — The nationwide battle over the 
places where transgender people may belong has flared 
at the University of Wyoming, where a lawsuit filed by sev- 
en sorority members challenges the induction of a trans- 
gender woman into their local chapter. 
The woman, identified only by the pseudonym “Terry 
Smith” in the lawsuit filed Monday in U.S. District Court in 
Cheyenne, made residents of the Kappa Kappa Gamma 
house uncomfortable in part by sitting on a common-ar- 
ea couch for hours and staring at them without talking, 
the lawsuit alleges.“One sorority member walked down 
the hall to take a shower, wearing only a towel. She felt 
an unsettling presence, turned, and saw Mr. Smith watch- 
ing her silently,” the lawsuit alleges. 
The lawsuit against the national Kappa Kappa Gamma 
sorority, its national council president and Smith claims 
national sorority officials pressured the local chapter to 
violate sorority rules, including those for voting to induct 
new members. 
The lawsuit asks for a judge to declare Smith’s sorority 
membership void and to award unspecified damages. 
The damages should reflect the local chapter’s decline 
in financial stability and donations because of Smith’s in- 
duction last fall, the lawsuit alleges. 
Like Smith, the seven women suing are anonymous, re- 
ferred to in the lawsuit as Jane Does I-XII. 
The national Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority based in 
Dublin, Ohio, didn’t return email and phone messages 
seeking comment Wednesday and Thursday. Smith did 
not immediately return an email message Thursday seek- 
ing comment. She had no attorney listed in court records. 
Smith, 21, doesn’t live among the 44 women currently re- 
siding in the Sorority Row house because of housing com- 
mitments elsewhere, according to the lawsuit that identi- 
fies Smith as male. 
Smith has spent much time at the sorority house, how- 
ever, including for a slumber party she allegedly did not 
leave until two hours after promised. The next morning, 
Smith became “sexually aroused” while watching other 
pledges change their clothes, the lawsuit alleges. 
Smith, who identifies with female pronouns on Twitter, 
wears women’s clothing “only occasionally,” has not un- 
dergone medical gender transition and identifies as male 
on a Washington State driver’s license even though she 
legally could have identified on it as female or “X” gen- 
der, the lawsuit alleges. 
“An adult human male does not become a woman just 
because he tells others that he has a female ‘gender 
identity’ and behaves in what he believes to be a stereo- 
typically female manner,” the lawsuit says.q 


Gun injuries in U.S. surged during 
pandemic, CDC study shows 


The owner of a shooting range, prepares to load bullets in his 9mm semi-automatic handgun for 
a demonstration, Thursday, June 23, 2022, in New York. 
Associated Press 


In this June 14, 2016, file photo, two people walk on the University 
of Wyoming campus in Laramie, Wyo. 
Associated Press 
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TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — 
Thousands of right-wing Is- 
raelis on Thursday blocked 
a main highway in Tel Aviv 
as they demonstrated in 
favor of Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu’s plan to 
overhaul the country’s judi- 
cial system. 
The crowd was much small- 
er than the hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
have taken to the streets in 
recent months to demon- 
strate against the plan. 
But the gathering had the 
same 
effect. 
Protesters 
honked their car horns and 
hoisted blue and white Is- 
raeli flags crippling traffic 


along the Ayalon highway, 
the main north-south thor- 
oughfare running through 
the coastal city. 
After 
especially 
intense 
protests, 
Netanyahu 
this 
week froze the plan and 
began negotiations with his 
political opponents aimed 
at finding a compromise 
plan. 
But his opponents have 
vowed to continue their 
protests as well. 
The plan would give Ne- 
tanyahu’s 
parliamentary 
coalition control over judi- 
cial appointments and the 
power to overturn Supreme 
Court decisions it opposes. 


Netanyahu and his allies 
say the plan is needed to 
rein a system unelected 
activist judges who wield 
too much power over po- 
litical matters. 
Opponents say the chang- 
es would destroy a system 
of checks and balances by 
concentrating too much 
power in the hands of Ne- 
tanyahu and his allies in 
parliament. 
They also say Netanyahu 
has a conflict of interest 
while he is on trial for crimi- 
nal charges and has no 
business meddling in the 
country’s legal system.q 


TRURO, Nova Scotia (AP) — 
A public inquiry has found 
widespread failures in how 
Canada’s federal police 
force responded to the 
country’s worst mass shoot- 
ing and recommends that 
the government rethink the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police’s central role in the 
country’s policing. 
In a seven-volume report 
released 
Thursday, 
the 
Mass Casualty Commission 
also says the RCMP missed 
red flags in the years lead- 
ing up to the Nova Scotia 
rampage on April 18-19, 
2020, which left 22 people 
slain by a denture maker 
disguised as an RCMP of- 
ficer and driving a replica 
police vehicle. 
The assailant, Gabriel Wort- 
man, was killed by two 
Mounties at a gas station 
in Enfield, Nova Scotia, 13 
hours into his rampage. 
Disguised as a police offi- 
cer, Wortman shot people 
in their homes and set fires 
in a killing spree across 
the Canadian province of 
Nova Scotia. 
Prime 
Minister 
Justin 
Trudeau called it one of 
the darkest chapters in 
Canadian 
history 
and 
said he hopes the report is 
one of the many steps to- 
ward ensuring a tragedy 
like that never happens 
again. Trudeau attended 
the report’s release in Nova 
Scotia and said his govern- 
ment will examine it closely. 
“There is no question that 


there needs to be changes 
and there will be,” Trudeau 
said. Among other things, 
the commission says the na- 
tional police force is badly 
disorganized. Its review of 
the RCMP’s 5,000 pages 
of policies and procedures 
found 
the 
force’s 
own 
members were unclear on 
proper responses to critical 
incidents and communica- 
tion with the public. 
The report delves deeply 
into the causes of the mass 
shooting. 
These include the killer’s 
violence toward his spouse 
and the failure of police to 
act on it, and “implicit bi- 


ases” that seemed to blind 
officers 
and 
community 
members to the danger a 
white, male professional 
posed. 
In response, the commis- 
sioners call for a future 
RCMP where the current 
26-week model of training 
is scrapped as it’s no lon- 
ger sufficient for the com- 
plex demands of policing. 
The academy would be 
replaced with a three-year, 
degree-based model of 
education, as exists in Fin- 
land. 
The document begins with 
an account of the police 
errors in the years before 


the killings, and the events 
of April 18 and 19. 
The report’s summary says 
that soon after the shoot- 
ing started in Portapique, 
Nova Scotia, RCMP com- 
manders disregarded wit- 
ness accounts, and senior 
Mounties wrongly assumed 
residents 
were 
mistaken 
when they reported see- 
ing the killer driving a fully 
marked RCMP cruiser. 
In addition, the report says 
police failed to promptly 
send out alerts to the pub- 
lic with a description of the 
killer until it was too late for 
some of his victims. 
Having laid out a litany of 


shortcomings, the inquiry 
calls for a fresh external re- 
view of the police force. It 
says the federal minister of 
public safety should then 
establish priorities for the 
RCMP, “retaining the tasks 
that are suitable to a fed- 
eral policing agency, and 
identifying what responsibil- 
ities are better reassigned 
to other agencies.” 
“This may entail a reconfig- 
uration of policing in Can- 
ada and a new approach 
to federal financial support 
for provincial and munici- 
pal policing services,” the 
report says. 
Michael Duheme, the in- 
terim RCMP commissioner, 
said he was “deeply sorry” 
for the pain and suffer- 
ing endured by families of 
the victims. “I can’t even 
imagine what you have 
endured,” he said, adding 
that the RCMP “must learn 
and we are committed to 
do just that.” 
Dennis Daley, the head of 
the RCMP in Nova Scotia, 
said to the families that he 
knows that the response 
“wasn’t what you needed 
to be. And for that I am 
deeply sorry.” 
The victims in Canada’s 
worst mass shooting in- 
cluded an RCMP officer, a 
teacher, health-care work- 
ers, retirees, neighbors of 
the shooter and two cor- 
rectional officers killed in 
their home. The rampage 
started when Wortman at- 
tacked his spouse. q 


A memorial pays tribute to Royal Canadian Mounted Police Constable Heidi Stevenson, a mother 
of two and a 23-year veteran of the force, along the highway in Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia, on 
Tuesday, April 21, 2020. 
Associated Press 


Canada mass shooting inquiry identifies many police failings 


Right-wing Israelis rally in support of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, seen in poster, and his government’s plans to 
overhaul the judicial system, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, March 
30, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Netanyahu supporters block highway to support judicial plan 
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By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — A Chi- 
nese hacking group that is 
likely state-sponsored and 
has been linked previously 
to attacks on U.S. state 
government computers is 
still “highly active” and is 
focusing on a broad range 
of targets that may be of 


strategic interest to China’s 
government and security 
services, a private Ameri- 
can cybersecurity firm said 
in a new report Thursday. 
The hacking group, which 
the report calls RedGolf, 
shares such close overlap 
with groups tracked by oth- 
er security companies un- 
der the names APT41 and 


BARIUM that it is thought 
they are either the same 
or very closely affiliated, 
said Jon Condra, director 
of strategic and persistent 
threats for Insikt Group, the 
threat research division of 
Massachusetts-based 
cy- 
bersecurity company Re- 
corded Future. 
Following up on previous 
reports of APT41 and BARI- 
UM activities and monitor- 
ing the targets that were 
attacked, Insikt Group said 
it had identified a cluster of 
domains and infrastructure 
“highly likely used across 
multiple 
campaigns 
by 
RedGolf” over the past two 
years. 
“We believe this activity is 
likely being conducted for 
intelligence purposes rath- 
er than financial gain due 
to the overlaps with previ- 
ously reported cyberespio- 
nage campaigns,” Condra 
said in an emailed response 
to questions from The Asso- 
ciated Press. 


China’s Foreign Ministry de- 
nied the accusations, say- 
ing, “This company has pro- 
duced false information on 
so-called ‘Chinese hacker 
attacks’ more than once in 
the past. 
Their relevant actions are 
groundless accusations, far 
fetched, and lack profes- 
sionalism.” 
Chinese authorities have 
consistently 
denied 
any 
form 
of 
state-sponsored 
hacking, 
instead 
saying 
China itself is a major target 
of cyberattacks. 
APT41 was implicated in a 
2020 U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment indictment that ac- 
cused Chinese hackers of 
targeting more than 100 
companies and institutions 
in the U.S. and abroad, in- 
cluding social media and 
video game companies, 
universities and telecom- 
munications providers. 
In its analysis, Insikt Group 
said it found evidence that 
RedGolf “remains highly 


active” in a wide range of 
countries 
and 
industries, 
“targeting aviation, auto- 
motive, education, govern- 
ment, media, information 
technology and religious 
organizations.” 
Insikt Group did not identify 
specific victims of RedGolf, 
but said it was able to track 
scanning and exploitation 
attempts targeting differ- 
ent sectors with a version 
of the KEYPLUG backdoor 
malware 
also 
used 
by 
APT41. 
Insikt said it had identified 
several 
other 
malicious 
tools used by RedGolf in 
addition to KEYPLUG, “all of 
which are commonly used 
by many Chinese state- 
sponsored threat groups.” 
In 2022, the cybersecu- 
rity firm Mandiant reported 
that APT41 was respon- 
sible for breaches of the 
networks of at least six U.S. 
state governments, also us- 
ing KEYPLUG.q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The United Nations’ 
top court on Thursday re- 
jected Tehran’s legal bid 
to free up some $2 billion in 
Iranian central bank assets 
frozen by U.S. authorities to 
be paid in compensation 
to victims of a 1983 bomb- 
ing in Lebanon and other 
attacks linked to Iran. 
In a 10-5 majority ruling, 
the International Court of 
Justice said it did not have 
jurisdiction to rule on the 
Iranian claim linked to the 
central Markazi Bank. 
The world court’s vice- 
president, Kirill Gevorgian, 
said the majority “upholds 
the objection to jurisdic- 
tion raised by the United 
States of America relating 
to the claims of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran” related to 
the bank. In a complex, 67- 
page judgment, the world 
court also found that some 
other U.S. moves to seize 
assets of Iran and Iranians in 
the United States breached 
a 1955 treaty between the 
countries and said they 
should negotiate compen- 


sation. If they fail to reach 
a number, they will have to 
return to the Hague-based 
court for a ruling. 
But the largest part of the 
case 
focused 
on 
Bank 
Markazi, and its frozen as- 
sets of $1.75 billion in bonds, 
plus accumulated interest, 
that are held in a Citibank 


account in New York. The 
court said that it did not 
have jurisdiction based on 
the 1955 Treaty of Amity 
because the protections 
it offers do not extend to 
central banks. 
Both 
countries 
largely 
voiced satisfaction at Thurs- 
day’s decision. 


In 
Washington, 
Deputy 
State Department spokes- 
man Vedant Patel said that 
while the U.S. was disap- 
pointed with some aspects 
of the ruling it was pleased 
on the whole. 
“Broadly we believe that 
today’s decision is a major 
blow to Iran’s case,” Patel 


told journalists. 
It said Tehran would use “all 
diplomatic, legal and judi- 
ciary means” to pursue its 
demands. 
At hearings last year, Iran 
cast the asset freeze as an 
attempt to destabilize the 
Tehran government and 
a violation of international 
law. Iran took its claim to 
the world court in 2016 af- 
ter the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that money belong- 
ing to Iran’s central bank 
could be used as compen- 
sation for the 241 American 
troops who died in the 1983 
bombing, which was be- 
lieved to be linked to Teh- 
ran. 
After the bombing of the a 
U.S. military base in Leba- 
non, a second blast nearby 
killed 58 French soldiers. 
Iran has denied involve- 
ment, but a U.S. District 
Court judge found Tehran 
responsible in 2003. The 
judge’s ruling said Iran’s 
ambassador to Syria at the 
time called “a member of 
the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard and instructed him 
to instigate the Marine bar- 
racks bombing.”q 


The flags of the U.S. and Chinese are displayed together on top 
of a trishaw in Beijing on Sept. 16, 2018. 
Associated Press 


Report: Chinese state-sponsored hacking group highly active 


Iran’s agent Tavakol Habibzadeh, center, and delegation members wait for judges to enter the 
International Court of Justice, the United Nations’ top court, which issued its judgment in a dispute 
between Iran and the United States over frozen Iranian state bank accounts worth some $2 billion, 
in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, March 30, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Top U.N. court rejects Iranian bid to free assets frozen by U.S. 
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest 
nature conservation 


The National Park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % of 
the island. Its rugged ter- 
rain, desert-like hills filled 
with tall cacti, breathtaking 
coastline and protected 
local flora and fauna wel- 
come you to be explored. 
There are numerous ani- 
mals to discover, for ex- 
ample the sea turtle who 
lays his eggs on the park’s 
beaches. 


The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on 
your own or during guided 
tours. A wide variety of ed- 
ucational and informative 
programs and fun activities 
is available. 


Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba's beaches? In 
the national park, a Least 
Tern (Sternula antillarum) 
keeps a strict eye on a very 
special event taking place 
below on the beach: a 
majestic Leatherback (Der- 
mochelys coriacea) heads 
back to sea after laying her 
eggs, while another nest 
laid 2 months ago by the 
same 
female 
hatches— 
a very rare occurrence 
of daytime nesting and 
hatching. Sea turtles pre- 
fer nesting in the cool and 
dark hours of the night. And 
hatchlings usually wait for 
the cue of cooling surface 
sand before emerging. 


Nature Conservation 
The protected area of Na- 
tional Park Arikok was of- 
ficially established in 2000. 
Arikok National Park is a 
34 square kilometers (7907 


acres) of natural area, lo- 
cated at the north-eastern 
part of Aruba which con- 
tains examples of most of 
the island’s flora and fau- 
na against a backdrop of 
great geological complex- 
ity. We are proud to state 
that 
approximately 
18% 
of the total land area of 
Aruba is assigned as a Na- 
tional Park, to protect and 
preserve the flora, fauna, 
geology and historical re- 
mains present within Arikok 
National Park. 


The Landscape 
There is a great geological 
variety within the park. The 
main aspects are the rough 
hills of the volcanic Aruba 
lava formation, the mysteri- 
ous rocks of the batholithic 
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and 
the limestone rocks from 
fossilized coral. The two 
tallest hills on the island are 
situated within the park. 
Jamanota hill 188 meters 
(617 ft) and Arikok hill 176 
meters (577 ft), from which 
the name of the park is de- 
rived. 


The line of the permanently 
wind-and-wave 
beaten 
North Coast is broken by 
several bays (boca’s). Most 
of them are small yet im- 


pressive inlets at the mouth 
of 
dry 
riverbeds. 
Some 
of these bays (boca’s) 
are 
spectacular 
sights, 
adorned with white, sandy 
beaches and sand dunes, 
as is the case at Boca Prins 
and Dos Playa. 


Arikok is also home to Con- 
chi, Aruba’s most impor- 
tant natural attraction; also 
known as The Natural Pool. 
The journey to the Pool is 
and adventure by itself 
and only possible by foot, 
horse, ATV or 4×4 vehicle. 


Cultural 
and 
Historical 
components 
There are a number of sites 
within the park that attest 
to the history of Aruba. The 
Caquetío Indians left rock 
paintings in Cunucu Arikok 
and Fontein Cave. The bird 
drawing in the park logo is 
a copy of one of these his- 
torical artistic expressions. 


Old plantation (Cunucus) 
sites tell the story of an ac- 
tive yet challenging agri- 
cultural past. 


These Cunucus were also 
residential areas for the few 
families that worked the 
land. These families found 
ways to survive in the dif- 


ficult conditions, and were 
able to erect their homes 
with materials found in the 
area. Two of these ado- 
be houses have been re- 
stored. Park rangers are 
learning many of the old 
building techniques in or- 
der to preserve this unique 
Aruban mud-house. At Cu- 
nucu Arikok and near Plan- 
tation Prins you can find 
these adobe houses. 


Park Management 
For the management of 
the park, a dedicated 
foundation 
“Fundacion 
Parke 
Nacional 
Arikok” 
(FPNA), known today as 
the Aruba National Park 
Foundation 
was 
estab- 
lished in July 2003. In Feb- 
ruary 2017, mangrove and 
wetland RAMSAR site #198 
Spanish Lagoon was an- 
nexed to Arikok National 
Park due to its importance 
as a feeding and breeding 


area for water birds and as 
a nursery area for a variety 
of marine organisms. With 
this addition, the areas un- 
der 
FPNA 
management 
increased by 70 hectares 
while the amount of spe- 
cies of flora and fauna to 
be conserved to over 250. 
On December 21st, 2018 
(AB 2018 no. 77) Parke Ma- 
rino Aruba – currently con- 
sisting of four marine pro- 
tected areas (MPAs) – was 
officially established and 
subsequently brought un- 
der management of FPNA. 
In 2019 management plans 
will be established for the 
new MPAs which include: 
coral reefs, sea grass beds, 
mangrove systems, a large 
diversity of breeding sea- 
birds. Parke Marino Aruba 
also 
contains 
potential 
shark nursery areas, en- 
dangered sea turtle nest- 
ing beaches and marine 
mammal nursery areas.q 
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No new permits for nor the transfer of UTV and ATV permits 


The Minister of Transport, 
Mr. Ursell Arends, decided 
to stop granting new per- 
mits for UTVs and ATVs for 
public transport nor trans- 
ferring existing UTVs and 
ATVs permits. 


During the past years, there 
was a noticeable increase 
in Utility Task Vehicles (UTV) 
and 
All-terrain 
vehicles 
(ATVs) in Aruba, in particu- 
lar by tour operators. 


This increase affects nega- 
tively. UTVs and ATVs drasti- 
cally increased the number 
of accidents with injuries 
and material damage. It is 


also causing harm to our 
nature (flora, fauna, and 
geomorphologic 
proper- 
ties), causing a nuisance of 
dust and sound and hinder- 


ing the traffic flow. 


To mitigate the negative 
impact of UTVs and ATVs 
on the community, nature, 
traffic safety, and traffic 
flow, the Minister decided 
not to grant new permits 
nor transfer existing vehicle 
permits for these vehicles. 


Minister Arends based his 
decision on the task force's 
advice. The task force con- 
sists of DOW, DTP, DNM, DIP, 
DTI, KPA, DWJZ, DEZHI, and 
ATA representatives. The 
government formalized this 
decision in the Ministerial 
Order on March 16, 2023, 


published in the National 
Gazette edition #7. This de- 
cision is part of the policy 


aimed at better regulation 
of UTV/ATV and its negative 
impact.q 


15 candidates graduated as customs officer Import Duties and Excises 


ORANJESTAD - On March 
24, 2023, the Minister of Fi- 
nance, Mrs. Xiomara Mad- 
uro, attended the gradua- 
tion ceremony of 15 newly 
graduated customs officers 
Import Duties and Excises. 


The updated course start- 
ed in 2021 and was no 
walk in the park. During 16 
months, the Customs offi- 
cers in training had to study 
and work under the guid- 
ance of experienced cus- 
toms officers. 


"Officers, you should be 
very proud of the cer- 
tificate that you received 
since it does not only show 
that you completed the 
course but also shows your 
discipline, 
perseverance, 
sacrifice, and efforts," the 
Minister stated. 


Customs Aruba now has 
15 new Custom officers. As 
the economy of Aruba is 


recovering, there is more 
investment and import of 
goods. The customs de- 
partment must be better 
prepared to cope with the 
daily demands. 


On behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Aruba, Minister 
Maduro wished the follow- 
ing customs officers the 
best in their careers: 
Jean Britus; 
Joskermin Comas Andujar; 
Boutros Frangie; 
Billiardo Galvis Lozano; 
Le-Andro Kock; 
Eileen Koolman; 
Roland Lacle; 
Kay-Shaun van der Linde; 
Anthony Rasmijn; 
Lishenco Scholtz; 
Ariathne Tromp; 
Cathline Wernet. 


A special shout-out goes to 
the best graduates: 
July Saenz Marin; 
Victor Fingal; 
Jeanny (Shani) Binda.q 


Special donation to the youth library 


Each package consists of 
a domino game, a mem- 
ory game, and a quartet 
game. The images are the 
same ones published in 
the book Mi buki di Aruba. 
This book offers the Aruban 
children recognizable pic- 
tures in their own cultural 
context and environment. 


The games offer images 
of various subjects like the 
food and habits of Aruba, 


nature, and Aruba scen- 
eries. The game ArubABC 
shows birds, fruits, trees, 
musical instruments, sites, 
and known monuments in 
Aruba. The material is very 
colorful 
and 
attractive. 
Children recognize the im- 
ages and learn to read let- 
ters, words, or names. 


Steffen 
Maas 
created 
these games specially for 
children learning to read. 


These games can also be 
used by older children and 
in classrooms. 


Besides publishing "Mi buki 
di Aruba," Steffen's goal is 
to develop additional ma- 
terial to complement the 
book, like group games, 
exercise books, and digital 
applications. as part of the 
education method. 


The realization of the ABC 


project 
was 
thanks 
to 
the subsidy received by 
the Prins Bernard Cultuur- 
fonds 
Caribisch 
Gebied 
(PBCCG). The World Liter- 
acy Foundation also sup- 


ports this project. 


For more information about 
this project, please visit 
https://www.abcbooks. 
org/news. q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Divi Village Beach Resort 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently recognized the 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. Presenting the Am- 
bassadors with the Good- 
will certification as a token 
of appreciation. The Good- 
will certification is granted 
to ambassadors to recog- 
nize, their loyalty, friend- 
ship, and visits to the island 
of Aruba. 


Goodwill Honorees have 
been choosing Aruba as 
their preferred vacation 
destination for more than 
20 
years 
consecutively. 
The Honoring certification 
program has three levels, 
which are divided accord- 
ing to the number of con- 
secutive years visiting the 
island. 


Honoring Levels: 
Distinguished 
Ambassa- 
dors: 10> years 
Goodwill 
Ambassadors: 
20> years 
Emerald Ambassadors: 35> 
years 


Honorees were: Goodwill 
Ambassadors: 20> years: 


Michael & Charmaine Lan- 
glois are residents of On- 
tario, Canada (have been 
coming to Aruba for 20 
years consecutively). 
Robert & Margaret Parks 
are residents of Connecti- 
cut, United States (have 
been coming to Aruba for 
25 years consecutively). 


Ms. Marouska Heyliger rep- 
resenting the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority, and mem- 
bers of the Aruba Marriott 
Surf Club bestowed the 
certification of the Good- 
will Ambassador. The hon- 
orees were presented with 
the Goodwill Ambassador 
Certificate and memora- 
ble gifts. 


On behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Aruba, we would 
like to express our gratitude 
and appreciation to Mr. & 
Mrs. Langlois and Mr. & Mrs. 
Parks for making Aruba 
their preferred vacation 
destination for so many 
years. We are so thankful to 
have had such wonderful 
visitors all these years! Aru- 
ba is unquestionably their 
home away from home! 


The top reasons for returning to Aruba, pro- 
vided by the honorees were: 
Michael & Charmaine Langlois reasons: 
The weather 


Aruban people 
Cleanliness 
Getting together with family + friends 
Dining, casinos, and experiences q 


Friday 31 March 2023 
A10 locAl 


Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here’s why: Aruba Today 
collected some things to 
do BEYOND the beach. Yes, 
we know. Aruba, located 
15 miles north of Venezu- 
ela in the warm waters of 
the southern Caribbean, is 
home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the 
perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 
19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 
The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
hikes that are guided by 


the park’s rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 
protect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the histori- 
cal sites tell you about the 
island’s indigenous roots. 
The guided tours are even 
free of charge. If you are 
not up to walking, you can 
drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is 
a great place to spend an 
entire day. Cruising through 
the landscape you end up 
at some of the most stun- 
ning beaches like Dos Pla- 
ya or Daimara Beach. In To- 
tal the park consists of 7907 
acres 
protected 
nature 
with a richness of animals 
living in it. The Aruban whip- 
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban 
cat eye snake (santanero) 
and 
endangered 
rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just 


some of them, you can also 
admire these close in the 
park’s Visitors’ Center. For 
more information, visit the 
website www.arubanation- 
alpark.org 


The Lighthouse 
No, you would not think 
of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse 
is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba 
and many repeated guests 
most probably took the ride 
uphill already. But, there is 
a significant change to this 
tower. 
Since 
September 
2016 you can climb the 
top. In 2015 Stichting Monu- 
mentenfonds started the 
restoration of the Califor- 
nia Lighthouse. The project 
finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now 
open for visitors to enjoy 


the beautiful view from the 
top. The construction of the 
California Lighthouse start- 
ed in 1915. The name ‘Cali- 
fornia’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company 
and Pacific Steamship Co. 
called 
‘California’ 
that 
shipwrecked in the area in 
1891. Therefore they came 
up with the idea of build- 
ing a lighthouse that could 
indicate the island’s east- 
ern tip to ships with its light. 
www.arubalighthouse.com 
will give you more informa- 
tion. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 
Mangel Halto at Savaneta 
is definitely a place not to 


miss out on. The beauti- 
ful beach with the natu- 
ral mangroves is simply a 
beauty, but if you are into 
a more active way to enjoy 
the nature: take a kayak. 
While you are doing some 
workout -as it might get a 
little windy and rough-, you 
will see the island from a 
different perspective. You 
can even make a stop to 
do some snorkeling at the 
reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and 
for sure something else. 
There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, 
we had good experience 
with 
The 
Shack 
Kayak 
Tours Aruba, find them on 
Facebook.q 
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Thayisa Farro: 
“Dancing has and continues to bring joy in my life” 


(Oranjestad)—Thayisa 
Zieryani Farro is a young 
adult who has been, since 
very young, active in dif- 
ferent hobbies. As an adult 
and currently working as 
a tax advisor, she still par- 
ticipates in activities and 
continues to practice her 
hobbies. In a special inter- 
view with our Aruba Today, 
she shares her life story, 
her hobbies and how she 
hopes to continue to be 
active for many more years 
to come. 


BDA: Tell us a bit about 
yourself and your child- 
hood. 
Farro: “Aside from school, 
I had a very active child- 
hood, where I had taken 
dance lessons, cuatro les- 
sons, ping-pong and draw- 
ing lessons. Out of all these 
activities, it was dancing 
that I loved the most. After 
I finished primary school, I 
attended Colegio Aruba- 
no secondary school and 
at that time I knew that if I 
didn’t finish home work or 
finish studying, I would not 
be allowed to go to dance 
lessons, no matter how 
much I cried and begged. 


Besides these things, I spent 
a long time with family, 
especially my sibling and 
cousins. We spent a lot 
of hours playing outside, 
going to the beach, rid- 
ing bikes and playing ball 
games. It was a fun time.” 


BDA: How old were you 


when you started in the 
dance world? And why did 
you choose dancing? 
Farro: “I started ballet les- 
sons at 4 years old at Si- 
madanza with Miss Ina 
Profet. My mom put me in 
these lessons, because she 
never had the opportunity 
herself to do this. I ended 
up loving ballet after a few 
lessons. From there my love 
for dancing grew. Besides 
the lessons at Simadanza, 
I also danced with Pierewi- 
etje, with Miss Martha Figa- 
roa. When I turned 10 years 
old, I started folklore lessons 
with Miss Astrid Salazar from 
Simadanza. I slowly start- 
ed participating in more 
dance lessons at Simadan- 
za, 
including 
jazz-ballet, 
modern 
dance, 
street 
dance and tap dance. 


When I went to study 
abroad, I took some dance 
lessons too. When I came 
back to the island, I went 
back to Simadanza. Now, 
as an adult, I participated in 
a few lessons at ArubaSalsa 
with Miss Melitza Bermudez 
and I’m currently dancing 
with Kids and Youth in Ac- 
tion.” 


BDA: What did you study? 
Farro: “When I was young- 
er, I always wanted to be 
a dentist. When I finished 
secondary school, I was 
drawn out to study dentist- 
ry in The Netherlands. Dur- 
ing this time, I went to Bel- 
gium to study biomedical 
sciences y obstetrics with 


the thought that I would be 
able to study dentistry later. 
Unfortunately, I was never 
chosen by the university. 
After 2 years, I returned to 
Aruba. This is when I was 
advised to study Law at 
the University of Aruba, be- 
cause it was a very broad 
study. After I finished my 
Bachelor of Law, I did my 
Masters in Taxes at the Uni- 
versity of Aruba and Maas- 
tricht; totally different from 
dentistry, but still a study 
that taught me a lot about 
our rights on the island.” 


BDA: Do you feel that danc- 
ing made you the person 
that you are today? 
Farro: “Looking back, I feel 
that dancing helped me 
become disciplined, de- 
termined and responsible. 
Dancing taught me to pri- 
oritize my time so I can fin- 
ish my other obligations 
from school or work before 
I can dedicate it to danc- 
ing. It’s also a time where I 
can be creative and chal- 
lenge myself so I can mas- 
ter a certain dance or cho- 
reography.” 


BDA: you still dance. Is it 
something you see yourself 
doing for a long time? 
Farro: “I sure hope so! 
Dancing has and contin- 
ues to bring joy in my life. I 
got to know a lot of people 
through dancing and I’ll al- 
ways have an admiration 
for them. During dance 
lessons, we would always 
laugh and have a great 
time. It’s a time where the 
stresses of everyday life dis- 
appear. Dancing has also 
been proved to reduce the 
risks for certain chronic ill- 
nesses, like dementia. For 
this reason, I wish to be 
dancing for many more 
years, so I can keep the 
mind and body strong and 
healthy.” 


BDA: Where do you see 
yourself in 10 years? 
Farro: In 10 years, I hope to 
still be dancing and be ac- 
tive in the dance and sports 
world. I hope to be in good 
health, spending more time 
with family and friends, and 
using my life experiences to 
help and inspire others.”q 
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By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alibaba 
is splitting itself into into six 
business groups as the Chi- 
nese e-commerce com- 
pany attempts to become 
more nimble in reacting to 
changes in the market and 
increase the value of those 
units. 
Shares of Alibaba Group 
Holding Ltd. jumped 8% at 
the opening bell. 
The company said that 
each group will be able to 
raise outside capital and 
potentially seek its own 
initial public offering, ex- 
cept for Taobao Tmall Busi- 
ness Group, which will stay 
wholly-owned by Alibaba 
Group. Each group will be 
independently managed 
by its own CEO and board 
of directors. The Cloud In- 
telligence Group includes 
cloud, q 


By SARA RATHNER of Nerd- 
Wallet When you’re carry- 
ing a credit card balance, 
paying at least the mini- 
mum due each month is 
certainly a start. If those 
payments aren’t making 
your overall budget feel 
squeezed, you have all the 
more reason to put pay- 
ments on autopilot and not 
think about the total cost 
of your debt. “Our pace 
of life has gotten really 
busy,” says Delia Fernan- 
dez, a certified financial 
planner and the founder 
and president of Fernan- 
dez Financial Advisory LLC 
in Los Alamitos, California. 
“There’s always something 
that’s more important, par- 
ticularly for these people 
who are not in a financial 
crisis.” But that inertia can 
cost you, especially with 
average credit card inter- 
est rates reaching 20.4% 
as of November 2022, ac- 
cording to the Federal 
Reserve. 
NerdWallet’s 
2022 American Household 
Credit Card Debt Study, 
conducted by Harris Poll, 
found that U.S. households 


The Visa logo is seen on a credit card in New Orleans, Aug. 11, 
2019. 


Associated Press 


In Your Debt: Doing the bare minimum 
with debt can cost you 


with revolving credit card 
debt are paying an aver- 
age of $1,380 in interest this 
year. There is good news, 
though: Dedicating even a 
small amount of time and 
money to changing up 
your payment habits can 
be well worth the effort. 
CONSIDER THE TOTAL NOT 
MONTHLY COST OF INTER- 
EST 
While the slow drip of in- 
terest 
payments 
might 
feel manageable month 
to month, thinking of your 
debt this way ignores how 


much interest adds up 
over time. 
“If you’re only able to 
make minimum payments 
and you’re paying the av- 
erage interest rate, it could 
cost you thousands over 
many, many years if you’re 
paying down a balance of 
$10,000,” says Bruce Mc- 
Clary, senior vice president 
of membership and com- 
munications at the Nation- 
al Foundation for Credit 
Counseling. 
“It’s stunning how much it 
could cost you.”q 


The logo of Chinese technology firm Alibaba is seen at its office 
in Beijing, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Alibaba to split itself into 6 business 
groups 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber: Tel. 582 1780 
Aloe: Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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For Sale By Owner 
Wk 10 divi Links Golf & Beach 
rm 2301 1Br/2Ba rTU:Exp2044 
+10 accelerated Sleeps 4 $7500 
Wk 9 divi Little Bay St. Maarten 
rm 621 1Br/2Ba rTU: 
Exp.2042 
+10 accelerated Sleeps 4 $4500 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 
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By MADDIE BURAKOFF 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Ty- 
rannosaurus rex is often 
shown 
baring 
massive, 
sharp teeth, like the fero- 
cious creature in “Jurassic 
Park.” But new research 
suggests that this classic 
image might be wrong. 
The teeth on T. rex and 
other big theropods were 
likely covered by scaly lips, 
concludes a study pub- 
lished Thursday in the jour- 
nal Science. 
The dinosaur’s teeth didn’t 
stick out when its mouth 
was closed, and even in a 
wide open bite, you might 
just see the tips, the scien- 
tists found. 


This illustration provided by 
Mark P. Witton in March 2023 
depicts two principal models 
of predatory dinosaur facial 
appearance: crocodilian-like 
lipless jaws, or a lizard-like 
lipped mouth. 
Associated Press 


Has T. rex lost its bite? Menacing snarl may be wrong 


The research is the latest in 
a long back-and-forth over 
how dinosaur mouths really 
looked. 
Recent depictions show 
big teeth jutting out of the 
dinosaurs’ jaws, even when 
closed. Some thought the 
predators’ teeth were just 
too big to fit in their mouths, 
said study author Thomas 
Cullen, a paleontologist 
at Auburn University in Ala- 
bama. 
When researchers com- 
pared skulls from dinosaurs 
and living reptiles, though, 
they found this wasn’t the 
case. Some large monitor 
lizards actually have big- 
ger teeth than T. rex com- 
pared to their skull size, and 
can still fit them under a set 
of scaly lips, Cullen said. 
The scientists also found 
clues in the pattern of wear 
and tear on tooth surfaces. 
For a creature like a croco- 
dile, whose teeth stick out 
of its mouth, the exposed 
part 
gets 
worn 
down 
quickly “like someone’s 
taken a sander to the side 
of the tooth,” said another 
study author Mark Witton, 
a paleoartist at England’s 
University of Portsmouth. 
But 
when 
researchers 
analyzed a tooth from a 
Daspletosaurus, a T. rex 
relative, they found it was 
in good condition and it 
didn’t show that uneven 
damage pattern. 
With this evidence and oth- 
er clues from the dinosaurs’ 
anatomy, the study makes 
a good case for lipped ty- 


rannosaurs, said University 
of Maryland paleontolo- 
gist Thomas Holtz, who was 
not involved with the study. 
Still, “we’re not talking kissy 
lips,” he pointed out they’d 
be thin and scaly like those 
of the Komodo dragon, a 
large lizard. 
It’s not the first time our 
depictions 
of 
dinosaurs 
have been called into 
question: Other research 
has shown that T. rex was 
more hunched over than 


we used to think, and that 
fierce velociraptors prob- 
ably sported feathers. 
Most of what we know 
about 
dinosaurs 
comes 
from their bones, but it can 
be harder to get clear an- 
swers about soft tissues like 
skin, which usually aren’t 
preserved as fossils. q 
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By DAVID BAUDER 
AP Media Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — CNN’s 
leadership 
is 
preaching 
patience 
even 
though 
thousands of viewers are 
abandoning the network 
during its attempted turn- 
around, with no indication 
yet whether it will be re- 
warded. 
Cable news ratings are 
down across the board 
compared to 2022, when 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
was fresh in the news. CNN’s 
dip is most dramatic — 61% 
in prime time in March, with 
Fox News Channel down 
27% and MSNBC off by 12%, 
according to the Nielsen 
company. 
Fox averaged 2.09 million 
viewers in prime time in 
March, with MSNBC at 1.14 
million and CNN at 473,000, 
Nielsen said. In the key 25- 
54 age demographic for 
advertisers, CNN is seeing 
some of its lowest numbers 
in decades. 
CNN is a year into new 
corporate 
management 
with Warner Bros. Discov- 
ery, which hired ex-CBS 
producer Chris Licht to run 
the network. The chief goal 
has been to rebuild trust as 
a non-partisan news brand 
after years of criticism by 
former President Donald 
Trump and his followers, 
at a time Fox and MSNBC 
have profited handsomely 
by appealing to specific 
points of view. 


Licht’s biggest program- 
ming move to date, a re- 
vamp of “CNN This Morn- 
ing,” hasn’t borne fruit in 
the ratings and has been 
beset by bad publicity, in- 
cluding co-host Don Lem- 
on’s ham-fisted reference 
to a woman’s prime years. 
Changes to CNN’s day- 
time look are imminent. Li- 
cht’s vision for prime time 
is months away, though, 
and 
only 
beginning 
to 
take shape. His plans are 
to couple news coverage 
with hosts from different 
worlds, including entertain- 
ment, who can talk about 
the news without a specific 
partisan take. Licht is ex- 
ploring several possibilities, 


and CNN is reportedly close 
to deals with CBS’ Gayle 
King and former NBA star 
turned sportscaster Charles 
Barkley for shows that will 
air once a week, although 
the network wouldn’t con- 
firm that. If Licht’s bet pays 
off, CNN will strengthen its 
reputation as a news brand 
while also attracting view- 
ers who are now watch- 
ing Netflix or HGTV not just 
competing news networks. 
As those plans develop, 
CNN’s prime-time lineup 
has largely been in flux after 
Anderson Cooper’s hour at 
8 p.m. Eastern. The network 
has 
experimented 
with 
some 
interviews, 
events 
and subject-focused hours 


at 9 p.m. Eastern. They in- 
clude talks with first lady Jill 
Biden and Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and town halls with Virginia 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin and 
one focused on the Ohio 
train derailment. 
The news hours that follow, 
at least for now, are led by 
Alisyn Camerota and Laura 
Coates. 
“Viewers are a bit confused 
with all of the changes, par- 
ticularly in the prime-time 
lineup,” said Jennifer Thom- 
as, a former CNN producer 
who now teaches journal- 
ism at Howard University. 
She said CNN needs more 
news that impacts viewers 
and less analysis. 


CNN expresses pride in 
some of the efforts, while 
admitting some are duds. 
Last 
Friday, 
for 
exam- 
ple, only 295,000 people 
watched 
Jake 
Tapper’s 
interview with “Ted Lasso” 
star Jason Sudeikis. It was 
less than a quarter of the 
people who saw Alex Wag- 
ner’s MSNBC show at the 
same 9 p.m. Eastern time 
slot, Nielsen said. 
David Zaslav, president and 
CEO of Warner Bros. Discov- 
ery, delivered a pep talk to 
hundreds of CNN manag- 
ers earlier this month to rein- 
force the message that he 
wanted to see a network 
focused on the news that 
didn’t lean any way politi- 
cally. 
CNN saw strong ratings 
under the leadership of 
Licht’s 
predecessor, 
Jeff 
Zucker, and Zaslav said he 
recognized that a more 
partisan approach could 
bring more viewers and 
money, but that “it’s not 
what I came here to do,” 
according to a transcript of 
Zaslav’s speech. 
He said he hoped the net- 
work would be able to fig- 
ure out what is working and 
what isn’t. 
He urged the managers 
to not worry about outside 
noise. 
“Ratings be damned,” he 
said. “Let’s focus on who 
we are. This is our mission. 
This is our legacy. And this is 
our journey together.”q 


The CNN logo is displayed at the entrance to the CNN Center in Atlanta on Feb. 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 


CNN preaches patience as ratings tank during turnaround 


By LISA BAUMANN 
Associated Press 
Actor Melissa Joan Hart 
said she and her husband 
helped a class of kinder- 
gartners that was fleeing 
the Nashville school shoot- 
ing earlier this week. 
Hart said in a video post- 
ed on Instagram Tuesday 
that her children attend a 
school next to the private 
Christian Covenant School. 
She said she and her hus- 
band had been headed 
to her kids’ school confer- 
ences Monday when they 
helped some students get 
away from the shooting 
that killed six people. 


“We helped a class of kin- 
dergartners across a busy 
highway,” she said, her 
voice breaking, “that were 
climbing out of the woods 
that were trying to, um, 
escape the shooter situa- 
tion at their school. So we 
helped all these tiny little 
kids cross the road and get 
their teachers over there, 
and we helped a mom re- 
unite with her children.” 
Hart said she had moved to 
Nashville from Connecticut 
and that her kids had at- 
tended a school near San- 
dy Hook Elementary when 
26 children were shot and 
killed there in 2012. 


“This is our second experi- 
ence with a school shoot- 
ing with our kids being in 
close proximity. 
Luckily we are all OK,” she 
said. 
She said she recorded the 
video Monday, but it was 
too raw to post that day. 
“I don’t know what to 
say anymore,” she said. 
“Enough is enough.” 
A spokesperson for Hart, 
who has starred in sitcoms 
including 
“Sabrina 
the 
Teenage 
Witch,” 
didn’t 
immediately return a mes- 
sage 
from 
The 
Associ- 
ated Press seeking further 
comment.q 


In this Nov. 5, 2018 file photo, Melissa Joan Hart arrives at the Los 
Angeles premiere of “Ralph Breaks the Internet.” 


Associated Press 


Melissa Joan Hart says she helped ‘tiny kids’ flee shooting 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP National Writer 
When 
Andy 
Roddick 
agreed to join John McEn- 
roe, Andre Agassi and Mi- 
chael Chang at the Pick- 
leball Slam, the 2003 U.S. 
Open champion figured he 
had two distinct advantag- 
es against the three other 
International Tennis Hall of 
Fame inductees participat- 
ing in the made-for-TV exhi- 
bition in Hollywood, Florida. 
At age 40, Roddick is the 
junior member of the quar- 
tet (McEnroe is 64, Agassi 
52, Chang 51). And Rod- 
dick’s serve, which topped 
150 mph back in his days 
on the tennis tour, was the 
fastest among the group 
of retired Grand Slam title 
winners who signed up for 
something 
that 
features 
a $1 million purse and airs 
Sunday on ESPN at noon 
Eastern, before the March 
Madness women’s cham- 
pionship game. 


“As I’m walking through the 
(pickleball) rules, I saw they 
took away my youth with 
(limited) movement, and 
they took away my serve 
with having to serve under- 
hand,” Roddick said with a 
chuckle, “so I’m not really 
sure what’s left.” 
He will face Chang, then 
McEnroe 
will 
take 
on 
Agassi, before a McEnroe- 
Chang vs. Agassi-Roddick 
doubles 
competition 
at 
the Pickleball Slam the lat- 
est in a series of attempts 
to draw eyeballs to a sport 
taking over courts in neigh- 
borhoods all over while still 
finding its footing on televi- 
sion. 
“Everyone likes it instantly. 
It’s pretty well-regarded by 
people that play it,” Rod- 
dick said. “But you also 
don’t know if it will ever 
translate to TV and be a 
very watchable product 
without knowing the ins 
and outs and nuances 


that, frankly, I don’t know 
that 
people 
have 
the 
time to learn.” ESPN/ABC 
have shown pickleball in 
the past, there is a deal in 
place with one league for 
some of its competitions, 
and there are ongoing dis- 
cussions with others. 
“We’re obviously not writing 
big checks for pickleball at 
this moment,” said Tim Bun- 
nell, ESPN senior vice presi- 
dent of programming. “The 
stage of development for 
the sport is: We’re all still fig- 
uring out how it translates in 
the media world. We know 
how it translates participa- 
tion-wise.” 
Horizon Sports & Experi- 
ences (HS&E) is producing 
the Pickleball Slam in tan- 
dem with InsideOut Sports 
and 
Entertainment 
(ISE). 
The idea, HS&E co-CEO 
David Levy explained, was 
for bold-faced names from 
one racket sport to help 
promote another. 


“Today, right now, nobody 
truly knows the top pickle- 
ball players. No one can 
even name maybe the top 
50 pickleball players,” said 
Levy, the former president 
of Turner Networks. “(But) 
it’s a huge rising phenome- 
non in sport. And we decid- 
ed to jump in, in a unique 


way.” 
Likening the appeal of Sun- 
day’s event to what drew 
fans to “The Match,” a tele- 
vised golf exhibition that 
began under his watch 
at Turner with Tiger Woods 
playing against Phil Mickel- 
son in 2018, Levy said: “I’ve 
done this magic before.”q 


Andy Roddick returns a shot to Italy’s Fabio Fognini in the third 
round of play at the 2012 US Open tennis tournament, Sept. 2, 
2012, in New York. 
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Pickleball Slam: Roddick, Agassi, McEnroe, Chang take swings 


Iowa's Caitlin Clark wins AP Player of the Year 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — Caitlin Clark 
has put together one of the 
greatest individual seasons 
in NCAA history with eye- 
popping 
offensive 
num- 
bers. 
Iowa's junior guard, though, 
saved 
her 
best 
perfor- 
mance for the game's big- 
gest stage, recording the 
first 40-point triple-double 
in NCAA history to get Iowa 
to the Final Four for the first 
time in 30 years. 
Clark was honored Thurs- 
day as The Associated 
Press women's basketball 
Player of the Year. She re- 
ceived 20 votes from the 
28-member national media 
panel that votes on the AP 
Top 25 each week. Voting 
was done before March 
Madness began. 
"It's a huge honor," Clark 
said. "I picked a place that 
I perfectly fit into and that's 
allowed me to show my 
skill set. I'd be lying if I said 
it didn't mean something. 
It's not the reason you play 
basketball, it's just some- 
thing that comes along 
with getting to do what you 
love." 


The Iowa coaching staff 
surprised Clark by sharing 
that she won the award 
while they were visiting the 
Iowa Children's Hospital — 
a place near and dear to 
her. It also has huge ties to 
the Hawkeyes athletic de- 
partment. 
They put together a video 


of some of the children in 
the hospital congratulating 
Clark on an outstanding 
season, and in the middle 
of it, Iowa coach Lisa Blud- 
er popped on the screen to 
tell her she won. 
"I'm there for inspiring the 
next generation and be- 
ing there for the people 


that you know are going 
through a hard time," said 
Clark, who grew up in Iowa. 
"Being able to give joy to 
people that watch you 
play and watch your team 
play is amazing." 
She averaged 27.0 points, 
8.3 assists and 7.5 rebounds 
during the season to help 


Iowa go 26-6. Clark has 984 
points, the sixth-most in a 
season by any player in Di- 
vision I women's history. She 
also has over 300 assists. 
"She is spectacular. I don't 
know how else to describe 
what she does on the bas- 
ketball court," Bluder said. 
Clark accepted the award 
in front of her Hawkeye 
teammates. One of whom 
asked Clark who were fa- 
vorite teammate was and 
the point guard deftly side- 
stepped it by saying that 
they "all were here favor- 
ite." 
Next up for the Hawkeyes is 
undefeated South Carolina 
in the national semifinals. 
The Gamecocks are led by 
Aliyah Boston, last season's 
winner of the award. She 
garnered the other eight 
votes this season. 
"There's so many great 
players, more than just me 
and (Aliyah)," Clark told the 
AP. "You can go on and 
on and list the tremendous 
players. I think that's really 
good for our game when 
there's a lot of great play- 
ers. That's what is going to 
help this game grow more 
than anything else."q 


Associated Press Sports Products Director Barry Bedlan is flanked by Indiana head coach Teri Mo- 
ren and Iowa's Caitlin Clark at a press conference after both was introduced as the AP Coach of 
the Year and AP Player of the Year Thursday, March 30, 2023, in Dallas. 
Associated Press 
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By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
Cubs right-hander Marcus 
Stroman committed Ma- 
jor League Baseball’s first 
pitch-clock violation in the 
third inning of Thursday’s 
opening day game against 
the Milwaukee Brewers. 
With no outs, rookie Brice 
Turang on second base 
and Christian Yelich at the 
plate, plate umpire Ron 
Kulpa called the violation 
on Stroman at Wrigley Field. 
Kulpa pointed to his wrist in 
announcing the call, and 
the automatic ball made it 
a 2-2 count against Yelich. 
Several more violations fol- 
lowed on the first day of 
regular season games since 
MLB introduced a slate of 
rules changes this season 
including a timer for a sport 


that famously existed for 
decades without a clock. 
J.D. Davis of the San Fran- 
cisco Giants became the 
first hitter called for a timer 
violation in the ninth in- 
ning of a game at Yankee 
Stadium. Davis took too 
long getting into the box 
to begin an at-bat against 
Ron Marinaccio, prompt- 
ing plate ump Laz Diaz to 
penalize him with an auto- 
matic strike. Davis went on 
to strike out. 
A few minutes later, At- 
lanta Braves reliever Collin 
McHugh put his arms out 
wide after being called for 
a violation by umpire Dan 
Bellino in the eighth inning 
against Washington. That 
put batter Jeimer Can- 
delario ahead 1-0, and 
McHugh followed up with 
three more balls a three- 


pitch walk, essentially. 
MLB introduced the pitch 
clock this season to speed 
the pace of play. Players 
have 30 seconds to resume 
play between batters. Be- 
tween 
pitches, 
pitchers 
have 15 seconds with no- 
body on and 20 seconds if 
there is a baserunner. Bat- 
ters must be in the box and 
alert to the pitcher with at 
least eight seconds on the 
clock. 
When a pitcher fails to 
throw a pitch in time, the 
penalty is an automatic 
ball. 
When a batter isn’t ready 
in time, it’s an automatic 
strike. 
San Diego Padres star Man- 
ny Machado committed 
the first pitch-clock viola- 
tion during spring training. 
Players were overwhelm- 


ingly encouraged by the 
new rules rollout during the 
preseason, when the av- 
erage time of games fell 
26 minutes to 2 hours, 35 
minutes over the first three 
weeks. 


Other changes this year 
include bigger bases to 
improve player safety, plus 
limits on infield shifts and 
pitcher disengagements to 
encourage more action.q 


Chicago Cubs starting pitcher Marcus Stroman throws during the 
first inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers 
Thursday, March 30, 2023, in Chicago. 
Associated Press 


Cubs’ Marcus Stroman commits MLB’s 1st pitch-clock violation 


By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON 
(AP) 
— 
Ad- 
ley Rutschman became 
the first catcher in major 
league history with five hits 
on opening day, and the 
Baltimore Orioles survived 
a wild ninth inning to beat 
the Boston Red Sox 10-9 on 
Thursday. 
Playing in his first season 
opener after starring for the 
Orioles as a rookie last year, 
Rutschman 
homered 
in 


his first at-bat and finished 
5-for-5 with a career-best 
four RBIs and a walk on a 
chilly day at Fenway Park, 
with temperature of 38 de- 
grees at first pitch. 
Ramon Urias hit a two-run 
homer for Baltimore, which 
finished with 15 hits, nine 
walks and five stolen bases. 
Kyle Gibson (1-0) allowed 
four runs and six hits over 
five-plus innings to earn 
his first opening-day vic- 
tory since his 2021 All-Star 


season with Texas. Gibson 
gave up an RBI groundout 
in the first inning before re- 
tiring nine straight Red Sox 
hitters.The 
Orioles 
nearly 
gave away the game in 
the ninth. 
With Baltimore leading 10-7, 
closer Félix Bautista walked 
pinch-hitter Raimel Tapia. 
Alex Verdugo followed with 
a single and advanced to 
second on an error by cen- 
ter fielder Cedric Mullins. 
Rafael Devers struck out. 


Justin Turner then reached 
on an infield single to third 
when 
Urias’ 
throw 
was 
wide, scoring Tapia. Ma- 
sataka Yoshida grounded 
to shortstop Jorge Mateo, 
who stepped on second 
for the force but threw wild- 
ly to first, allowing Verdugo 
to score. 
Bautista struck out Adam 
Duvall on three pitches to 
end it and earn the save. 
The Orioles scored four runs 
in the fourth and three in 
the fifth to take an 8-2 lead. 
Baltimore led 10-4 before 
Bryan Baker allowed three 
runs in the eighth to give 
the Red Sox some hope. 
Boston offseason addition 
and two-time Cy Young 
Award winner Corey Kluber 
(0-1) struggled in his Fen- 
way debut, surrendering 
five runs on six hits and four 
walks in 3 1/3 innings. 
Alex Cora dropped to 0-5 
in opening-day games as 
Boston’s manager. 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
Red Sox: Arroyo stayed in 
the game after taking an 
inadvertent cleat to the 
side of his head in the sec- 
ond inning. Arroyo was ap- 


plying a tag to Rutschman 
at second base as he at- 
tempted to stretch out a 
single. 
Rutschman’s 
leg 
flipped over as he slid awk- 
wardly. ... LHP James Pax- 
ton was placed on the 15- 
day inured list (retroactive 
to March 27) with a strained 
right hamstring. 
GOOD COMPANY 
Rutschman, one of six Balti- 
more players making his first 
opening-day appearance, 
became 
the 
youngest 
Oriole to homer in his first 
opening-day at-bat since 
Cal Ripken Jr. in 1984. 
FINAL SPOTS 
Right-hander Kaleb Ort and 
Tapia earned Boston’s final 
two roster spots to open the 
season. Tapia got the nod 
over Jarren Duran, who 
was sent down to Triple- 
A Worcester. Ort pitched 
a scoreless sixth with one 
strikeout Thursday. 
UP NEXT 
Orioles: RHP Dean Kremer 
will make is sixth career start 
against Boston when the 
three-game series resumes 
on Saturday. In 11 road 
starts last season, he went 
5-3 with a 3.63 ERA.q 


Rutschman has 5 hits in 
opener, Orioles outlast Red 
Sox 10-9 Associated Press 


Baltimore Orioles’ Adley Rutschman watches the flight of his RBI single in the seventh inning of an 
opening day baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Thursday, March 30, 
2023, in Boston. 
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